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THE POWER OF A PLANNED 
GIFT TO BENS
Long before the phrase “public-private partnership” entered our American lexicon, Stanley Weiss recognized 
the importance of engaging senior business leaders on issues related to U.S. national security.  His patriotism 
and certainty of the value that executive experience, expertise, and pragmatism would bring to any security 
challenge is what drove him to create Business Executives for National Security (BENS) back in 1982. 

Our shared belief in his idea and the financial support which you, and so many other dedicated members 
have provided to BENS over the last four decades are what turned Stanley’s vision into reality. Our 
investment in BENS’ mission has been immeasurable to our Nation and has helped build a more effective 
and efficient military, saved billions in taxpayer dollars, and improved countless operations that protect our 
homeland.  

As you look to the future and consider major life decisions related to the preservation of assets and the 
disbursement of your estate, I hope you will consider making BENS a part of those plans so that the legacy 
of your critical impact can continue for generations to come.

We cannot possibly know what threats will confront our great Nation in the years to come, but we do know 
they will exist. Including BENS in your estate plans ensures that America’s national security leaders will 
continue to have access to the best the private sector can offer as they defend against future threats, and is a 
down payment on the safety and security of our children and grandchildren. 

When you make a gift through your estate, whether now or at the end of your life, you reaffirm your 
commitment to BENS’ mission by guaranteeing that the organization will have the resources necessary 
to ensure long-term stability in its execution. Bequests and other legacy gifts are vital to BENS’ ability 
to continue conversations with key national security leaders; endow senior leader fellowships; enrich our 
Research Associate and Internship programs; expand and modernize facilities to keep pace with our growth; 
and capitalize on the benefits of new technologies in serving our partners and members. Please consider 
joining me!

Warm Regards,

Mary Boies
BENS Planned Giving Chair



OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESERVE YOUR LEGACY 
There are a multitude of ways you can support BENS with creative planned gifts that reduce the tax burden 
on you and your heirs; provide for those who mean the most to you; and/or furnish you or others with an 
attractive income stream. The following examples demonstrate some of the ways to give – and to save. 

Deferred Planned Gifts
 – BEQUEST.  One simple way to make a legacy gift is to include a contribution to BENS in your 

will or living trust.  This could be a specific asset, a designated dollar amount, a percentage of what 
remains in your estate upon your death, or contingent on other factors that are important to you.  
Bequests can be changed at any time and can be easily added to your existing will through a codicil. 

 – TESTAMENTARY PLEDGE.   You may make a written pledge of support to BENS and execute an 
estate note to pay off that pledge from estate assets in the event it is not fully paid at the time of your 
death or the death of your surviving spouse.

 – LIFE INSURANCE.   Through the donation of a policy you currently own but no longer need or 
the purchase of a new policy, the gift of life insurance can provide a significant benefit to both you 
and BENS.  Naming BENS as a beneficiary (or contingent beneficiary) or designating BENS as both 
owner and beneficiary of a life insurance policy may qualify for estate and/or income tax deductions. 

 – RETIREMENT PLAN ASSETS.  By naming BENS as an ultimate beneficiary of your IRA, 401(K) 
or other qualified retirement plan, you can make a future gift while continuing to make required 
withdrawals during your lifetime.  Remaining assets will then pass tax-free to BENS. If you are 
70.5 years or older, you may also donate your required minimum distribution to BENS for up to 
$100,000 per person or $200,000 per couple. 

 – DONOR ADVISED FUND.  Donor-Advised Funds, sometimes likened to a “charitable savings 
accounts,” give you flexibility to recommend how much and how often your money is granted to 
designated charities. If you have an existing DAF, consider naming BENS as the ultimate beneficiary.

Gifts That Produce Income
 – CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUSTS.  A Charitable Remainder Trust provides you or other 

named beneficiaries with income each year for life or a period not to exceed 20 years. They can be 
structured to pay either fixed or variable amounts. BENS would receive the remaining balance upon 
the Trust’s termination.



 – CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES.  A Charitable Gift Annuity is a contract through which you 
make a gift of at least $10,000 to BENS, and in return, BENS makes fixed payments to you (or 
another individual) for life. At the end of the Gift Annuity contract, the funds are used by BENS for 
one or more purposes agreed upon at its creation.

 – CHARITABLE LEAD TRUST.  A Charitable Lead Trust involves the transfer of cash or property to 
a trust which pays income to BENS for a term of years, following which the Trust’s balance would 
pass to you or another non-BENS beneficiary.  The income payments can be structured to pay either 
fixed or variable amounts.

Gifts Of Personal Property
 – REAL ESTATE.  Real estate gifts offer a number of ways to support BENS, including but not 

limited to: deeding all or a portion of a piece of property to BENS before entertaining purchase 
offers; using debt-free property to fund a Charitable Reminder Trust; or transferring a home or farm 
to BENS now, while retaining lifetime use of the property.

 – STOCK AND APPRECIATED ASSETS.  The current fair market value of gifts of art, personal 
collections, private or corporate stock, appreciated securities, cryptocurrency, royalties and many 
other marketable assets, is deductible as a charitable donation and may offer additional capital gains 
tax advantages as well. 

Gifts With Naming Rights
 – Irrevocable gifts to BENS valued above $1 million provide naming benefits for research positions, 

fellowships, internships, or programming, should a donor wish to accept them.  BENS leadership 
and staff will work with you to determine the details so that your legacy can be shared with all.

Only your attorney, accountant, or financial adviser can guide you in making decisions regarding which 
giving vehicle(s) are most beneficial for your personal financial and estate planning situations.  But please 
know that no matter how you want to give or what you are able to commit, BENS staff stands ready to 
partner with you and your professional advisory team to achieve your personal goals and maximize your 
impact for BENS and the future security of our Nation.  Please contact Debbie McCarty at dmccarthy@
bens.org to begin the conversation today!

“What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments, but what is 
woven into the lives of others.”  – Pericules
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The Stanley A. Weiss  
Legacy Society
The Stanley A. Weiss Legacy Society honors and 
acknowledges the special individuals who include 
BENS in their estate plans. 

We will enroll you in the Society upon receiving 
confirmation in writing that you have included the BENS in your will or as a 
beneficiary in any other disposition of your estate. As a member of the Society, 
you join a close-knit group of our most dedicated supporters. 

In appreciation for your providing for the future of BENS we offer a wide 
range of lifelong benefits, including: 

 – Invitations to The Stanley A. Weiss Legacy Society Annual Celebration, an 
intimate dinner with fellow Society members, BENS’ leaders and guest 
speakers.

 – Two tickets to both the Spring and Fall BENS Eisenhower Award Galas

 – An invitation to BENS’ Annual Board Meeting to learn about the state of 
the organization and hear where your support will take us next.

 – Prominent recognition on the BENS website, Leadership Reports, and 
event programs

 – Opportunities to attend exclusive conversations with the most senior 
national security leaders and experts 

 – Invitations to participate in select BENS national and international trips
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